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an inspiring Maui tradition began known as Camp 
Imua: a weeklong recreation camp held each year in 
June at Camp Maluhia on the West Maui Mountains, 
Camp Imua provides school-age children with “special 
abilities” opportunities that would otherwise not 
be available to them. It allows them to experience 
traditional camp activities like horseback riding, 
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helicopter rides, nightly campfi res, a talent show and 
more! Not only does the program benefi t campers, 
but also it provides their caretakers some much-
needed respite. This year, sixty children will attend 
camp with an additional 200 community volunteers, 
of which many are high school students whom give 
up a week of their summer vacation to come along 
with their campers and ensure a week of fun and 
memories. Not to mention the many local businesses 
who offer their support and services which range 
from restaurants to zip-lining to stand-up paddle 
boarding all of which contribute to making up the 
memorable experience of Camp Imua.

Each May ocean 

athletes from near 

and far unite with 

one common goal 

in mind: to paddle 

for Maui’s children 

with special needs.
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BLUESMITHS Paddle Imua was created to raise 
critical funds for Imua Family Services’ Camp Imua 
Program. Without these critical funds, camp would 
face elimination. BLUESMITHS Paddle Imua’s 
mission is simply this: It is a multiple discipline 
paddle race that celebrates the lives of special needs 
children by embracing our connection to the ocean.
 Each May ocean athletes from near and far unite 
with one common goal in mind: to paddle for Maui’s 
children with special needs. The only race of its kind 
in the state of Hawaii, offering SUP, OC, surfski and 
prone paddle boarding on a single day, the course 
follows the famed Maliko Run, a 10 mile downwind 
run off Maui’s North Shore. BLUESMITHS 
Paddle Imua features a post-race ‘Ohana Festival at 
Hawaiian Canoe Club complete with kids’ activities, 

prize draw, relay race, food, beverages, and 
entertainment. Camp Imua campers welcome race 
fi nishers with fresh fl ower lei, a traditional Hawaiian 
greeting.
 Bluesmiths Paddle Imua is made possible with 
the kokua of Title Sponsor BLUESMITHS Crafted 
Waterwear along with the help of many other 
businesses; race entry fees from this event directly 
benefi t Imua Family Services’ Camp Imua Program 
as well. This year BLUESMITHS Paddle Imua 
raised a record breaking 50K for Camp Imua. Over 
the past fi ve years, Bluesmith’s Paddle Imua has 
raised a combined $100,000+ for Camp Imua. A 
competitive elite race for a worthy cause, close to 200 
racers shrugged off the ill winds and rain and made it 
to Maliko Gulch this past May.
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BLUESMITHS John Smalley crossing 
the fi nishing line. photos: Bryan Berkowitz
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BLUESMITHS Paddle Imua 
was created to raise critical 

funds for Imua Family Services’ 
Camp Imua Program. 
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 After the pule - a traditional Hawaiian blessing - and 
a poignant safety briefi ng, racers paddled off into less 
than ideal conditions: rain, and a poor wind that turned 
a traditional downwinder into an uphill tactical paddle 
battle. It wasn’t scenic. It wasn’t easy. It was truly a labor 
of love. Tough love.
 Many paddle for competition, for exercise, for thrills, 
but there is more to this race than that. “Paddle Imua is 
a special race because you’re not just racing for yourself, 
you’re racing for the incredible program Camp Imua,” 
said Fiona Wylde, “that provides outdoors camps for 
children and their families with special needs. It truly is a 
community event, and those are some of the best events!”
 John Smalley, the founder of BLUESMITHS Crafted 
Waterwear, has paddled in all fi ve races: “It was a 
phenomenal race, very light winds and extremely testing. 
There was a bit of swell there, so it was about getting the 
right glides which were tricky. It was my fi rst race on 
an unlimited board, and that took a bit of adjustment. I 
recommend people making the trip to Maui for this event 
next year. So many people paddled in conditions which 
were exceptionally diffi cult, but they were doing it for 
the kids, and the whole community got together. It has to 
be one of the best races in the world.”
 Looking forward, BLUESMITHS Paddle Imua’s 
commitment to Camp Imua has never been stronger. 
BLUESMITHS Paddle Imua is looking forward to 
adding categories like Hydrofoil and Sailing in 2017. 
Stay tuned! IMUA!   

TO LEARN MORE: imuafamilyservices.org or paddleimua.com
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