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C A R E S  
 ABOUT CHILDREN 

Imua is the Hawaiian word meaning  

“Move Forward.”  



IMUA 
“There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than  

the way in which it treats its children,  

—Nelson Mandela 

OUR MISSION 

Imua Family Services’ mission is to, “Empower children and their  

families to reach their full potential.” Our programs and staff assist  

children and their families to overcome developmental learning  

challenges in their most critical formative years using play-based  

instruction designed to help them move forward.  

 

OUR GOAL 

Our goal is to be the premier early childhood development organization 

for participants, donors, volunteers and for the county of Maui and  

State of Hawaii. We invite you to join us in investing in the future of a  

community where all children with intellectual and developmental  

disabilities are embraced, supported and included so that they reach 

their full potential.  

 

OUR FUTURE 

A state of the art comprehensive children’s development facility  

incorporating clinical and outdoor naturalistic learning environments, 

featuring hands-on activities, programs and monthly events on almost  

7 acres of indoor and outdoor space. The facility would inspire each 

child’s growth and development through  

explorations of natural environments, science and art 

that captivate the inquisitive and growing minds. 

 

 

TEACHES 

Dean Wong 

Executive Director 



TIMELINE 

73 YEARS OF SERVICE 

 

 

BUILDS 

COMMUNITY  

OUR SERVICES 
 

We provide a wide range of services serving children from birth to age 8 including: 

 Infant & Early Childhood Development Services  - Serving children from birth to age 8  

 Newborn Hearing Screenings - Early identification and intervention for newborns 

 Imua Autism Services - Serving children with ASD to age 8  

 Imua Inclusion Preschool - Teaching all children together regardless of their ability level 

 Camp Imua - A week-long camping experience for children with special needs and disabilities 

 Dream Imua - A program for children in crisis which grants them an opportunity to dream dreams.  

 Kokua Outreach - in partnership with MedQuest to help individuals who need assistance to obtain health  

insurance 

 

 

Organized in 1947 by Margaret Cameron and parents of children suffering the 

impacts of Polio as the Maui Branch of the Hawaii Chapter of the National Society 

of Crippled Children and Adults.  Imua Family Services is proud of its 72 year  

history of meeting the needs of children, our community and creating positive  

futures. Imua also stands out in its successful local and statewide advocacy efforts 

to address the broad range of needs of our vulnerable children and their families. 

Imua’s experienced staff of early childhood professionals, dedicated volunteers 

and supportive community partners strategically concentrate our efforts to create 

the deepest impact in order to best demonstrate inclusive education and  

community, provide culturally competent services and empower families. 



1947—The Maui Branch of the 

Hawaii Chapter of the National 

Society of Crippled Children and 

Adults was first housed in a 

cottage located behind the old 

Kaunoa School in Spreckelsville.  

1950—Became the Easter Seals 

Society. 

1973—Moved to the J. Walter  

Cameron Center and provided outdoor 

warm water pool for children and 

adults with chronic disabilities. Began 

comprehensive infant development 

services in cooperation with the State 

of Hawaii Department of Health.  

STRENGHTENS 

As parents of a child born prematurely, we were woefully unprepared and  

uncertain about our son’s future.  We had no experience and no idea of where to 

turn for help.  Shortly after his birth, we were contacted by the angels at Imua who 

were ready to become a part of our life and, more importantly, the life of our son 

Riley.  They were there with welcoming and comforting arms assuring us that a 

bright future lay ahead.  We simply do not know what we would have done without 

the help of these angels. 

Keith A. Regan and Lynn A.S. Araki-Regan 

Watching a child grow is a thrilling adventure, but it can also be daunting, as you 

realize something is just not right with your child.  As each month that passed after 

18 months, and our son Zadoc still didn’t have any words, we knew it was time to 

seek help.  Knowing little about Imua at the start of journey; we couldn’t imagine 

the progress our child made.  We will always be grateful to Imua Family Services 

for giving our child his voice. At age three, he will talk your ear off, and we will  

forever cherish those words and his team of therapists that helped build his  

vocabulary. 

Zadoc and Stephanie Brown 

TESTIMONIALS 
 

I have a wonderful 3 year old son 

named Nathaniel. Nate was diagnosed 

with Autism. We started to notice his 

symptoms when he was 18 months old, 

and as new parents we didn’t have any 

idea where to seek help for our little boy.  

Nate’s pediatrician told us to contact 

Imua Family Services and we are so 

grateful that we did. With Imua’s help, 

Nate blossomed and started to interact 

with people and his peers again.  

We are forever grateful to Imua Family 

Services. 

Rosie & Jeff Jacobs 



1976—Camp Imua is founded by 

Penny Elkins and agency volunteers 

as an annual, week-long, recreation-

al camp for children with disabilities 

and special needs.   

1978—Of the many fundraising 

events over the years, the Carole Kai 

Bed Race in Ka’anapali included a 

parade and attracted a crowd of 

4,000. The winning team from Star 

Ice qualified to move on the final Bed 

Race in Waikiki.  The event raised 

1979—Became an independent non-

profit agency know as The Society for 

Crippled Children and Adults of Maui 

County and became a member of 

Maui United Way. 

The architecture of the brain  

begins to take shape  

before birth and continues  

to develop at an  

extraordinary pace through 

the first years of life. 

 

As young children grow,  

learn, and play, their  

experiences wire  

their brains  

‘basic architecture.’ 

 

The period of early  

childhood  offers an  

incredible opportunity to  

improve outcomes for our  

children, families and  

com-
DID YOU KNOW? 



1991—Agency name changed to 

Imua Rehab.  Imua is the Hawaiian 

word meaning “Move Forward.”  

2003—Changed agency name to 

Imua Family Services to reflect 

the evolution of services provided 

to the community.   

2012—The first Fantasia Ball 

takes place redesigning Imua’s 

annual gala ushering in a new era 

of successful fundraising events.    

BUILDS 
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  L  O  O  K 
 FORWARD 

Imua Discovery Gardens  
Imua Family Services’ future plans are to create an inclusive, 

naturalized outdoor learning environment for children. The purpose 

of Imua Discovery Gardens is to create a “safe outdoor place” where  

children of all abilities can grow and learn at their own pace and 

connect to the wonders of nature.  Our vision is to build a play-

based learning space that allows for outdoor learning and expand 

our programs that focus on childhood development, strengthening 

families and our community.   

This unique property will allow Imua Family Services to accomplish 

a number of goals including space for an additional Inclusion Pre-

school,   an Imua Toddler Center, temporary residential housing for 

newly hired clinical staff, meeting and event spaces and a children’s 

amphitheater.  

When complete, Imua Discovery Gardens will be a unique outdoor 

space that allows children and families to discover their environment 

in a immersive interactive way.   

 



2015—Moved into the Imua  

Family Services Early Childhood 

Development Center in Kahului in 

the renovated Maui Land and 

Pineapple Building.  

2017—Imua Family Services  

celebrates its 70th Anniversary at 

the Annual Gala in Ka’anapali.   

2016—Opened new Imua Family 

Services office in Kaunakakai to 

serve the children of Molokai.  

A Message from the Executive Director 
 

Aloha Kakou! 

As our county continues to grow, the need for our services become more and more important.  Our agency works  
relentlessly to increase public funding that we identify for our families, especially for those children who do not qualify for  
Department of Health or Department of Education services.    

In 2019, Imua hired 17 new Early Childhood Service providers including Speech-Language Pathologists, Occupational  
Therapists, Physical Therapists, Registered Behavior Technicians, Board Certified Behavior Analysts and Social Workers.             
In fiscal year 2019, our team provided 40,220 hours of direct services to Maui’s keiki across all programs. 

I hope you will  consider becoming a partner with Imua Family Services by making a donation.  With your help, Imua Family 
Services can provide critical programming and services to more kieki in Maui County.  I am always available to meet with you to 
show you our facilities and help you better understand how Imua Family Services serves the community. It is our belief that 
every child has the ability to learn, grow and to become an active participant in their own life.   
 
Mahalo nui loa for your generosity!  

 

 
Dean Wong 
Executive Director 

 

2020 Annual Appeal Fundraising Goal: $105,000 

Program       Goal  Raised to Date Funds Needed 

Infant & Early Childhood Services     $244,000 $149,000             $95,000 

 

Early Education &      $ 12,000 $2,000   $10,000 

Parent and Family Training 

 

Total to date:       $256,000 $169,000 $105,000  



 

Mahalo nui loa for your continued support! 

Consider a gift, keep in touch and participate with us at: 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

David Yarbrough—President………………………………….. Makai HR  

Erin Wade—Vice President ……………………………………. County of Maui  

Ashley Leahey—Vice President ……………………………... HMSA Blue Zones  

Amanda Prouty—Vice President …………………………… Minit Medical 

Tammy Browning—Director …………………………..…….. Philanthropist 

Ivo DeWilde—Director ………………………………………….. Wildco Construction Inc.  

Josh Farrell-Starbuck—Director…………………….……….. Maui Medical Group 

Dean Duque —Director …………………………………………. First Hawaiian Bank 

Felicitas Livaudais, M.D.—Director ………………..……... Kaiser Permanente 

Marsha Sharpe—Director ……………………………………… SongDivision 

Scott Whelchel—Director ………………………………..……. Psychologist 

Leslie Ann Yokouchi—Director …………………………..…. Better Homes & Gardens 

Susan Moulton—Honorary Director………………………. Will Smith Foundation 

Roy Yamaguchi—Honorary Director………………………. Roy’s Restaurants Hawaii 

 

 

Family Services  

161 Wakea Ave. Kahului, HI 96732 

P: (808) 244-7467 

F: (808) 242-4762 

ANNUAL 

EVENTS 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 

Saturday, April 4, 2020 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 

Sunday, July 19, 2020 

Making memories  

since 1976 

Making dreams  

come true 

Including all children  

at every level 


