
CELEBRATING 

75 YEARS OF  

SERVICE ON 

MAUI 

MOLOKAI 



OUR MISSION is Your Mission 
Imua Family Services’ mission is to “Empower children and their 
families to reach their full poten al.” Our programs and staff assist 
children and their families to overcome developmental learning 
challenges in their most cri cal forma ve years using play‐based 
instruc on and coaching designed to help them move forward. We 
accomplish this mission with the support of individuals, businesses, 
corpora ons, founda ons, and community, as well as state and local 
government. 

 

OUR GOALS are Your Goals 
In Hawaiian, the word Imua means to “move forward.” At Imua 
Family Services, we understand that we are not all the same. All of us 
have varying abili es, but we have room to include everyone in the 
canoe. We can move forward together. We believe in the possibility of 
every child, and together we can transform “Impossible” into 
“I’mPossible.” 

 

OUR FUTURE a place of DISCOVERY 
Imagine a state‐of‐the‐art comprehensive children’s development 
facility incorpora ng clinical and outdoor naturalis c learning 
environments, hands‐on ac vi es, a variety of children’s programs, 
and monthly events on six acres of indoor and outdoor space. Imua 
Discovery Garden will inspire growth and development in every child 
through explora on of natural environments, science, and art that 
cap vates the inquisi ve and growing minds of children from birth to 
the age of eight. 



TIMELINE 

75 YEARS OF SERVICE 

OUR SERVICES 
 

We provide a GROWING range of services serving children, including: 

 Infant & Early Childhood Development Services ‐ Therapeu c services for children from birth to age eight 

 Newborn Hearing Screenings ‐ Early iden fica on and interven on for newborns 

 Imua Au sm Services ‐ Serving children with Au sm Spectrum Disorder up to age eight 

 Imua Inclusion Preschool ‐ Teaching & connec ng children through Discovery ‐ New Schools Coming Soon! 

 Camp Imua ‐ A week‐long summer camp experience for children with special needs and disabili es 

 Dream Imua ‐ Gran ng children in crisis an opportunity to dream again. 

 Kokua Outreach ‐ Assis ng individuals needing to obtain health insurance (in partnership with Med‐QUEST) 

Organized in 1947 by Margaret Cameron and parents of children suffering the 
impacts of Polio as the Maui Branch of the Hawaii Chapter of the Na onal Society 
of Crippled Children and Adults, Imua Family Services is proud of its 75 year 
history of mee ng the needs of children, assis ng our community, and crea ng 
posi ve futures. Imua also stands out in its successful local and statewide 
advocacy efforts to address the broad range of needs of our vulnerable children 
and their families. Imua’s experienced staff of early childhood professionals, 
dedicated volunteers, and many suppor ve community partners strategically 
concentrate our efforts to create the deepest impact in order to best demonstrate 
inclusive educa on and community, provide culturally competent services, and 
empower families. 



1947—The Maui Branch of the 
Hawaii Chapter of the Na onal 
Society of Crippled Children and 
Adults was first housed in a 
co age located behind the old 
Kaunoa School in Spreckelsville. 

1950—Became the Easter Seals 
Society. 

1973—Moved to the J. Walter 
Cameron Center and provided an 
outdoor warm water pool for children 
and adults with chronic disabili es. 
Began comprehensive infant 
development services in coopera on 
with the State of Hawaii Department 
of Health. 

From Couching to Coaching 
Flashback 
A mother and father drive their two‐year‐old daughter to a twice‐weekly, 
30‐minute session with an early interven onist at a clinic. In order to 
minimize any distrac ons, the parents usually remain in the wai ng area 
during the sessions. During the final minutes of the clinician’s me, the 
parents receive a home program designed to promote carryover between 
sessions. Occasionally, the parents will sit in on the session and, through a 
two‐way mirror, watch the clinician as they work on speech‐language 
ac vi es with their daughter. 

Flash‐forward 
The early interven onist meets the family at their home or another 
loca on in the community that the family frequents regularly, such as the 
neighborhood park or local grocery store. The clinician and family work 
side‐by‐side with the child on jointly‐developed goals, o en focusing on 
daily ac vi es such as meal me, brushing teeth, or swinging at the 
playground—because this is where language‐learning naturally happens. 
Frequency and intensity of visits are based on the family’s and child’s 
unique needs. 

Parent coaching, used in Imua’s early 
childhood development services, is an 
interac ve process between clinicians 
and caregivers involving observa on, 
reflec on, and ac on that directly 
promotes the caregiver’s ability to 
support their child’s par cipa on in 
family and community ac vi es. 

When providing services, we enter into 
a rela onship with the child and 
family. This requires taking the me to 
get to know them. We learn about 
their priori es for the child, familiarize 
ourselves with the family’s everyday 
ac vi es, look for opportuni es for 
child learning, share what we know 
about the importance of family taking 
an ac ve role in their child’s learning, 
and figure out how we can best work 
together. 



1976—Camp Imua is founded by 
Penny Elkins and agency volunteers 
as an annual week‐long recrea onal 
camp for children with disabili es 
and special needs. 

1978—One of many fundraising 
events over the years, the Carole Kai 
Bed Race in Kaʻanapali included a 
parade and a racted a crowd of 
4,000. The winning team from Star 
Ice qualified to move on to the final 
Bed Race in Waikiki. The event raised 
$3,600 for the agency. 

1979—Became an independent non‐
profit agency know as The Society for 
Crippled Children and Adults of Maui 
County and became a member of 
Maui United Way. 

OUTDOOR NATURE BASED LEARNING PROMOTES 



1991—Agency name changed to 
Imua Rehab. Imua is the Hawaiian 
word meaning “Move Forward.” 

2003—Changed agency name to 
Imua Family Services to reflect 
the evolu on of services provided 
to the community. 

2015—Moved into the Imua 
Family Services Early Childhood 
Development Center in Kahului in 
the renovated Maui Land and 
Pineapple Building. 

Your generosity is changing children’s stories and families’ lives,   

For more information, visit www.imuagarden.org 
Be a part of this exciting DREAM! 

The purpose of Imua Discovery 
Garden is to create a “safe outdoor 
place” where children of all abili es 
can grow and learn at their own pace 
and connect to the wonders of 
nature. Our vision is to build a play‐
based learning space that allows for 
outdoor learning and expand our 
programs that focus on childhood 
development, strengthening families, 
and building our community. 

The garden will feature hands‐on 
ac vi es, programs, and monthly 
events on over six acres of indoor and 
outdoor space. The facility will inspire 
each child’s growth and development 
through explora ons of natural 
environments, science, and art that 
cap vate the inquisi ve and growing 
minds of children. 



2016—Opened new Imua Family 
Services office in Kaunakakai to 
serve the children of Molokai. 

2020—Imua Family Services 
announces plans to build Imua 
Discovery Garden and launches the 
$5.5M “A Million Dreams” capital 
campaign to restore, repurpose, and 
reinvent six acres in Wailuku for 
families.  

2017—Imua Family Services 
celebrates its 70th Anniversary at 
the Annual Gala in Kaʻanapali and 
opens the West Maui Family Center 
satellite loca on for West Maui 
Clients. 

  helping them move forward and reach their poten al. 

A Message from Dean Wong, the Executive Dreamer 

Aloha Kakou! 

In our mission, we say that we are empowering children to reach their full poten al ‐ we ask ourselves what does this 
mean and how is this poten al determined? What we want more than anything for the children we serve is for them to 
be able to have real connec ons, both with their families and with other children. We want them to be able to build 
rela onships and friendships, and to find the social and emo onal support they need in life to thrive. We all desire 
connec on in our lives. We are social creatures—we live to be loved and we experience full joy and happiness most 
when we are engaged with those we love. Through a place of DISCOVERY, we are crea ng a space for these 
connec ons to begin and develop. 

Imua Family Services is looking at today’s pandemic through the lens of the children and families we serve, and there 
are great concerns ahead of us. Childhood development experts are disturbed by the impact the pandemic is having on 
our youngest children: babies, toddlers, preschoolers, and kindergartners. Birth to age five is a cri cal me for child 
development, and distress is spilling down from caregivers to young children in ways science shows can be toxic in both 
the short and long term. 

These poten al consequences solidify our agency’s vision for growth and for Imua Discovery Garden. There will come a 
me when our community will need to address the harm and impact to our keiki, not only from disease itself, but by 

the effects caused by our need to shelter our keiki at home, removing them from peer socializa on opportuni es that 
would have occurred through school, extra‐curricular ac vi es, and family gatherings. These considera ons, plus our 
children’s exposure to our own anxiety, not to men on the anxie es of their teachers and caregivers, will require a 
massive amount of reconnec on and healing once we start to come out of this. 

Mahalo nui loa for your par cipa on in building a place for Maui’s children, so they can grow, connect and thrive. 



Play it Forward 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

David Yarbrough—President Makai HR  

Russell Adkins, CPA—VP & Corporate Secretary Maui Brewing Co. 

Erin Wade—VP & Asst. Corporate Secretary Community Planner 

Ivo DeWilde—Vice President Wildco Construc on Inc. 

Josh Starbuck, MD—Director Makena Health 

Dean Duque—Director First Hawaiian Bank 

Felicitas Livaudais, MD—Director Kaiser Permanente 

Amanda Prouty—Director Minit Medical 

Caleb P. Rowe, Esq.—Director A orney 

Marsha Sharpe—Director SongDivision 

Sco  Whelchel, LMFT—Director LMFT 

Leslie Ann Yokouchi—Director Be er Homes & Gardens 

Susan Moulton—Honorary Director Will Smith Founda on 

Roy Yamaguchi—Honorary Director Roy’s Restaurants Hawaii 

 

Mahalo nui loa for your continued support! 
Consider a gi , keep in touch and par cipate with us at: 

www.imuafamily.org 
Join the over 12,677 people following Imua Family on Social Media 

Imua Family Services  
161 Wakea Ave. 
Kahului, HI 96732 
P: (808) 244‐7467 
E: info@imuafamily.org 
W: www.imuafamily.org 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 

Spring 2022 

Saturday, July 16, 2022 

MAKING MEMORIES  
SINCE 1976 

MAKING DREAMS 
HAPPEN TODAY 

WHERE EVERY CHILD 
IS INCLUDED 

Celebra on and Gala 
Saturday, April 16, 2022 


